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INTENT AND PURPOSE 
 

The Capital Improvements Chapter identifies the infrastructure requirements necessary to 
achieve and maintain the adopted level-of-service (LOS) standards identified in the other 
chapters of the Sarasota City Plan.  The foundation for this Chapter are Sarasota’s Defining 
Principles and Florida statutory requirements.   
 
 
Sarasota’s Defining Principles 
 
In 1996, under the leadership of the City Commission, a set of principles - Sarasota’s Defining 
Principles - emerged from a series of public discussions and debates.  These principles have 
been expressed in the City’s “vision” and “goal” statements.  All of the defining principles play a 
role in establishing the Capital Improvements Plan: 
 

“To be a safe place for people to live.” 
 

“To have viable neighborhoods working together as a community.” 
 

“To be an attractive, clean and aesthetically pleasing city.”  
 

“To be a financially responsible city government 
 providing high quality services and infrastructure.” 

 
“To achieve economic vitality  

through healthy business and quality job opportunities.” 
 

All of these principles must be weighed and balanced against each other in order to create 
priority capital projects that are incorporated into the Capital Improvements Plan.  The fourth 
principle provides the constraint of financial responsibility. 
 
It is the intent of the Capital Improvements Plan to pursue actions that further Sarasota’s 
Defining Principles.  
 
 
Florida Statutory Requirements 
 
The Capital Improvements Chapter is also intended to meet the requirements as outlined in 
Chapter 9J-5 of the State of Florida Administrative Code.  This chapter addresses the issues and 
recommendations contained in the Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR), in accordance with 
State requirements, and which was adopted by the City Commission on June 5, 1996. 
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The Adopted LOS standard for both existing and future populations must be maintained by local 
governments.  If the adopted LOS standards are not maintained through the implementation of 
the Plan, then local governments must deny additional development permits or require the 
developer to mitigate the impact of their development to the extent that the LOS becomes 
acceptable.  If infrastructure projects which would maintain the adopted LOS standards are 
deferred as a result of financial constraints, phases of development may be approved, but 
construction could not commence until the needed facility improvements are available. 
 
 
Organization of the Capital Improvements Plan 
 
The Capital Improvements Plan consists of a goal followed by objectives and action strategies 
pursuant to the goal.   
 
The Capital Improvements Plan is organized around objectives addressing the following topics:  
 

Objective 1. The Capital Improvements Program; 
 
Objective 2. Relationship to Coastal High Hazard Areas;   
 
Objective 3. Relationship to Development; 
   
Objective 4. Payment by Future Development; and, 
 
Objective 5. Management of Fiscal Resources.  

 
The Capital Improvements Plan is one of the ten plans which collectively represent the Sarasota 
City Plan.  This Plan can neither stand alone nor be interpreted independent of the others. 
 
 
Implementation of the Sarasota City Plan 
 
Implementation of the Sarasota City Plan will require actions by both the public and private 
sectors.  In this regard many of the plan components speak to “the City” pursuing certain actions 
to: 

promote, provide, consider, identify, enhance, create, maintain, conserve, support, reduce 
discourage, coordinate, and employ. 

 
 
While these actions may be initiated by City government itself, City government will also be 
expecting applicants seeking development approvals to pursue these same type of actions as part 
of their applications. 
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GOAL, OBJECTIVES 
AND ACTION STRATEGIES 

 

Goal 
 
The City shall provide and maintain, in a timely and efficient manner, adequate 
public facilities for both existing and future populations, consistent with available 
financial resources. 
 
 

Objective 1  -  The Capital Improvements Program 
 
The City will construct those capital improvements necessary to correct 
deficiencies in existing public facilities, to serve projected future growth, and to 
replace obsolete and worn-out facilities, in accordance with an adopted Capital 
Improvements Program. 
 
 

Action Strategies 
 

 
1.1 Facility Types:  The Capital Improvements Chapter shall include those facility 

types required in Rule 9J-5, Florida Administrative Code, which are 
Transportation, Sanitary Sewer, Potable Water, Solid Waste, Drainage, and Parks 
and Recreation. 

 
1.2 Project Thresholds:  The Capital Improvements Chapter shall include capital 

improvements that are large scale, greater than 50,000 dollars in cost and are of a 
non-recurring nature.  For purposes of this Chapter, rolling stock shall not be 
considered as capital improvements. 

 
1.3 Capital Improvements Program Components:  The Capital Improvements 

Chapter will be a component of the City’s Capital Improvements Program, which 
includes not only the facility types identified in Action Strategy 1.1, but also other 
facility types necessary for the public health, safety, and welfare of the 
community. 

 
1.4 Project Sources:  The City shall include projects identified in the other relevant 

Sarasota City Plan Chapters in a Five-Year Schedule of Level-of-Service Projects 
(Illustration CI-7), which shall be updated on an annual basis. 
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1.5 Levels-of-Service:  The level-of-service standards for public facilities within the 
City shall be as shown below.  These Action Strategies, are excerpted from other 
Chapters of the Sarasota City Plan and listed here pursuant to rule 9J-5 of the 
Florida Administrative Code. 

 
 Potable Water Level-of-Service:  The potable water system shall provide for 200 

gallons per day of treatment capacity per equivalent residential unit (ERU) to 
ensure adequate and safe water supplies. 

 
 Sanitary Sewer Level-of-Service:  The sanitary sewer system shall provide for 

200 gallons per day of treatment capacity per equivalent residential unit (ERU) to 
ensure adequate and safe sanitary sewer services. 

 
 Solid Waste Collection and Disposal Level-of-Service:  The solid waste 

collection system shall provide collection and disposal of 6.9 pounds of waste per 
day per capita to ensure adequate and safe solid waste services.  The City shall 
ensure safe and accessible locations of recycling and solid waste receptacles. 

 
 Stormwater Drainage Level-of-Service:  The stormwater drainage system shall 

provide adequate capacity to maintain level-of-service C (Street and Yard 
Flooding only) using a 25-year/24-hour design storm.  

 
 Transportation Level-of-Service (LOS) Standards:  The level-of-service 

standards for roads, except as provided for in the Transportation Concurrency 
Exception Area, shall be as follows: 

 
LOS D - on all State maintained roads within the City which are classified as 
major arterials or interstate connectors; 
 
LOS E - on all State maintained roads within the City which are not 
classified as major arterials or interstate connectors; 
 
LOS C - on all County maintained roads within the City; and 

 
LOS D - on all City maintained roads. 

 
 Transit Level-of-Service:  The level-of-service standard for transit shall be such 

that no bus route shall experience “standing room only” conditions for more than 
one trip per day. 

 
Recreation and Open Space Level-of-Service:  Level-of-service standards for 
recreation and open space facilities will be maintained as established in 
Attachment 2 to this Capital Improvements Plan. 








































